
 

Sociology dissertation pdf – Outline 

Your Sociology dissertation is an original research project that requires you 

to engage with past theories and research; articulate research questions; 

collect and analyze data to address your research questions; and report 

and interpret research findings. When complete, your thesis (including 

references, but excluding appendices) should be approximately 75-85 

pages (maximum 100 pages). 

 

Abstract 

Your abstract is a summary of your research. It should be about 250 words 

in length, and it should orient the reader to the major findings of your study. 

It should briefly review your research questions and method(s). Finally, 

your abstract should identify the thesis’ contribution to the discipline and/or 

society by describing its relevant theoretical, empirical, and/or policy 

implications. 

 

 



Introduction 

Your introduction should situate your research by answering the following 

questions: 

(1) What theoretical or social problem does your thesis address?  

(2) How will you go about examining this problem? 

(3) Why is studying this problem important? 

(4) What are the primary contributions of your research to the existing 

body of research on this topic? Summarize how your research differs 

from prior studies, e.g. studying a new population, using different 

measures, etc. 

(5) What will the rest of the thesis reveal? 

Answering these questions means that your introduction will identify your 

research problem, goals, and questions, as well as show why your project 

is important. It will also provide a roadmap of the entire thesis, including a 

brief summary of the major theories and bodies of empirical research that 

inform your study, an overview of your methods, and a brief summary of 

your findings. 

 

 



Sociology research questions 

Questions in sociology often take some of the following forms: 

 

Questions about the meaning of certain activities, practices, or 

experiences for particular social groups. 

(E.g. How do parents respond when learning that their child has been 

diagnosed with Sickle-Cell Anemia? What does it mean to be included in a 

larger group of people afflicted with a disease? How does identification with 

a particular illness change the experience of illness and treatment for 

families managing the disease?) 

 

Questions about the ways that identification with larger social 

categories – race, ethnicity, religion, political identification, 

gender – affect aspects of social life. 

(What’s the relationship between being religiously conservative and 

politically conservative? Are evangelicals more likely to vote Republican? 

How do ideas about masculinity influence shop floor culture for workers in 

the auto industry?) 



Questions about the influence of particular variables on other 

variables or outcomes, including questions that compare 

groups and track trends across a broader scale.  

(What difference does income level have on a mother’s likelihood of 

receiving prenatal care during pregnancy? Are mothers who receive 

prenatal care less likely to drink during pregnancy than those who don’t? 

How might these relationships vary by age? Do clinics located in poor and 

nonpoor neighborhoods offer different forms of prenatal care to women?) 
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Literature Review/Theory 

The literature review will call on prior research findings to motivate and 

situate your research. As such, it will answer two questions: 

1. How do prior theories and research findings guide and inform your 

research? 

2. How does your research build on extant knowledge (i.e. What are the 

gaps in the literature that your research seeks to fill? How does your 

research reapply, reimagine, or rework existing research?)? 

The literature review is not simply a summary of past research. Rather, it is 

a forum for developing your argument within the context of what social 

science already knows. 

 

 

 

 

 



Methods 

Your methods section will explicate how you conducted your research. A 

well-written methods section will make replication possible and it will 

require that you answer these questions, if applicable to your study: 

(1) Is(are) your method(s) appropriate for your research questions? 

(2) Who or what are you studying? 

(3) How did you collect your data? 

(4) What are the ethical considerations of your project? 

(5) How have you ensured the validity and reliability of your data and 

results? 

(6) How will you analyze your data? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Findings/Results 

Your research findings should follow from your research questions. This 

means that you should restrict your findings to those that answer the 

questions you ask. Your findings/results section should be oriented around 

one question: What did you find? You should begin by describing the key 

characteristics of your sample. 

 

Discussion and Conclusion 

After you have presented your results, you should discuss why they are 

important. These questions should motivate that discussion: 

(1) How do you make sense of what you found? 

(2) How do your findings relate to the extant theories and empirical 

research described in your literature review? 

(3) If applicable, how do your findings contribute toward the development of 

new theory? (4) What are some limitations of your research? (5) How might 

others build off of your research? (6) What are the (theoretical, empirical, 

and/or policy) implications of your findings? Essentially this section should 

summarize your main findings and then interpret them in light of the extant 

literature. It should also highlight your contribution to the literature, while 

also recognizing any limitations of your study. This, in part, involves 

anticipating and countering any possible alternative explanations. Finally, in 

this section you should suggest directions for future. 

 



References 

Include a list of all sources cited in the thesis. Use APA formatting for both 

in-text citations and references. 

Appendix 

Include your research instruments, as well as any recruitment materials 

(letters and advertisements). 

Formatting 

Use Times New Roman, 12-point font. Double-space and number your 

pages (center, bottom), starting with the first page of your introduction. 

 

 

 

 

 


